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What is this section about? Sample Portfolio Presentation

This section of the resource provides an insight into the institutional process of Europe, the role the Irish play
within that process as well as examining the functions of the European Parliament. ]-lndlngs

Sample Table

Having Your Say in the European Union

0 e . . .

To research the variety of ways in which the citizens of Europe can have a voice in Europe on an
issue that is of concern to them.

Time ..................................................... ..................................................... .....................................................

This research activity should take you approximately five hours.

By the end of this activity

By the end of this activity you will be able to identify 7 different routes which can be taken by yourself
or others to voice concern or make a complaint or petition to the EU.

2 00

What you need ..................................................... ..................................................... .....................................................

» Access to the internet

European Commission:
http://europa.eu.int/yourvoice

European Parliament Petitions:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu

Contact you MEP:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/

European Parliament Mailbox:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/

The European Ombudsman:
http://www.ombudsman.europa.eu
Solvit:

http://ec.europa.eu/solvit/

Europe Direct:
http://ec.europa.eu/europedirect/

@30

How you will present your findings

The findings of this research activity will become part of your portfolio and a sample presentation
sheet is provided.

Potential Partner Activity

to them and find one concern which you both share. You could then decide together to use one of the
mechanisms you investigated to address your agreed issue.



The Irish in Europe

NOTE TO TEACHERS: IF STUDENTS ARE NOT FAMILIAR WITH THE BASIC EUROPEAN
INSTITUTIONS USE LESSON 8 IN PART I: EXPLORING EUROPE TO TEACH THEM ABOUT THE
EUROPEAN INSTITUTIONS.

o Your aim

Your aim is to develop your knowledge of how Ireland is represented on some of the key
European institutions and committees.

9 Time

This research activity should take you approximately five hours.

6 By the end of this activity

By the end of this activity you will be able to distinguish some of the European bodies, have a greater
knowledge of Ireland’s role and responsibilities within each and be able to present your findings in a
clear and coherent manner.

ID What you need

» Access to the internet

» Accompanying Research Task Sheet

&> How you will present your findings

The findings of this research activity will become part of your portfolio.

Potential Partner Activity

Design the information sheet on your computer (using MS Publisher if available) to inform your partner
school about Ireland’s representation. This might mean translating it, making sure it is ‘user friendly’
and that students of your own age can read and understand it. Ask your partner school to do the same
for you with regard to their representation in Europe.

The Irish in Europe

The European Parliament

www.europarl.ie

1. How many constituencies are there in Ireland for European Parliament elections?

2. Name each constituency and the number of MEPs (Members of the European Parliament) representing it.

—

4. Name the MEPs for your constituency, and the Irish Political Party to which they belong.

—




Which committee(s) of the Parliament does he/she serve on? The Council oj-' the European Union

www.consilium.europa.eu

7. Which country currently hosts the Presidency of the Council?

The European Commission

PSPPSR PSPPI http://europa.eu

................................................................................................................................................................. 10. Is the current President of the European Commission Irish, if not what is his/her nationa[ity?

6. The European Parliament does much of its work in Committees. Name five of these committees and any
Irish MEP which serves on that committee (including reserves).

n 12.  Whatis his/her portfolio (area of responsibility)?
H ......................................................................... ................................................................................ 13.  Name three other European Commissioners and what they are responsible for.

......................................................................... T
B, B

14.  The Secretary-General is the most senior civil servant in the European Commission.
Find out her/his name and nationality.



Other Institutions of the European Union

15.  Whois the Irish member of the European Court of Justice?

The Parliament

16.  Whois the Irish member of the European Court of Auditors? »
.............................................................. D e O Youraim
3 F Your aim is to develop your understanding of how Europe works through researching the main

Time

This research activity should take you approximately five hours.

17. Is the current EU Ombudsman Irish and if not what is his/her nationality? g

http://www.euro-ombudsman.eu.int

18.  Are there any Irish members on the Committee of the Regions? 0 By the end Of this actl.VI.ty

If, so choose one and answer the questions below:

By the end of this activity you will be able to distinguish between the different political groups in

Name the European parliament. You will have identified available resources, integrated information from
s : different sources and presented your findings in a clear and coherent manner.
Why do you think this person is on this committee? @ What you need

» Access to the internet
The following web sites can be consulted for information:

http://www.cor.europa.eu/ The Parliament — www.europarl.eu

The political groups of the Parliament — www.europarl.eu.int/groups

19.  Are there any Irish members on the European Economic and Social Committee?
If so, choose one and answer the questions below:

L P@ How you wiu present yourﬁndings

The findings of this research activity will become part of your portfolio and a sample presentation
sheet is provided.

http://eesc.europa.eu/




Sample Portfolio Presentation
Findings

Sample Table

Name of Political Group m Key politicians

. Group of the European People’s
. Party (Christian Democrats) and : PPE-DE
. European Democrats :

Group of the Alliance of Liberals

. and Democrats for Europe ALDE

. Group of the Greens/European
. Free Alliance

Confederal Group of the !
. European United Left — Nordic : GUE/NGL
. Green Left :

. Independence/Democracy
. Group

Union for Europe of the Nations
. Group :



